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We live in a technological age that is ever growing. Mobile technology is one expression of many, but one which is a steady channel. What can we not do with our phones? Make pancakes. That’s about it—not really, but in the next years we will continue to see amazing technology flow through this device. Pictures, music, text (SMS), internet, and emails have one (of many things) in common. They are now the norm in one device- the cellular phone. 
Leslie Stimson, chief editor of Radio World News says, 

“NPR Mobile Web uses a wireless access protocol to deliver audio, text, pictures and video to handheld mobile devices such as cell phones and PDAs. Users access a Web site through their mobile device, one that is…formatted for each device’s capabilities. Neither NPR nor stations charge for the service. Using NPR Mobile Voice, consumers can make a phone call to access their local station and NPR content through a menu using interactive voice response (IVR) technology. The phone number works on any type of mobile phone, regardless of carrier, as well as landlines. The project…enables stations to diversify their distribution platforms and feeds into the “I want my news and entertainment wherever and whenever I want” mantra expressed by the youth…these days.”

Nokia recently came out with a mobile phone (the N81) which can download songs directly from the internet (without a computer) from the Nokia music store. Even the mighty iPhone can’t do this.
 This is the future of mobile technology. 
Although an oxy-moron on the surface, it is indeed true that cell phones have made a huge impact on poverty-stricken areas. “It is mind-boggling to learn that people living in poverty without electricity, modern transportation, or even (land line) phones, suddenly connect to the global banking grid, moving from an informal cash culture to a formal debit and credit culture…doubling or tripling their incomes…all because they now have access to a cell phone! Prepaid cell phones loaded with minutes have become digital wallets, with minutes redeemable as cash at the local store used to then purchase basic needs like food and fuel for lamps! Studies indicate that adding 10 phones per 100 people adds 0.6% to the GPD of a developing country. Given 4 billion people in poverty, that means that with every 10 new phones per 100 people, 48 million ‘graduate’ from poverty! 

Mobile banking in developing countries is just the beginning of an expected avalanche of services and applications that collectively will constitute mobile commerce (m-commerce). After voice communications…connection to financial services is the first big "killer app" for cell phones, manifested in 3 ways:
1. Storing money in the phone and using it as a  virtual ATM 

2. Sending and receiving remittances, with superior delivery and reduced transaction cost 

3. Retail purchasing and bill paying, both at preselected outlets”

The world will only get faster, and mobile technology is on the inside lane.
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