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Google, Your Next Mobile Phone?

Is Google getting into the mobile phone business? What’s Google’s CEO Eric Schmidt mean by “free”? And what’s all this buzz about mobile have to do with you, me, Crown Financial Ministries, and the Kingdom of God anyways?

Before I answer those questions and tie things together, it’s important to understand a huge shift that’s occurring in the world today. It’s a shift from the Internet on your PC to the Internet on your phone.

150 million of us in the US carry around our mobile phones wherever we go. They’re with us all the time! 30 million of us use our wireless Internet service through our phones, and that numbers is expected to grow to over 100 million in the next 3 to 5 years.

So, the big guys in business out there are shifting their strategies to accommodate our communication behaviors. Let’s take a look at a few of those:    

Last year, Google quietly bought Android, a software provider for mobile devices. Google’s co-founder Larry Page said:

“We are bringing more products to mobile phone users. Since there are at least twice as many mobile phones than PCs in use globally, and mobile usage is growing faster than PCs, we want to make Google available in a device-independent way.”

On a similar note, Sun Microsystems CEO Jonathan Schwartz recently said:

“…the majority of the world will use the Internet through their phones, not through a PC.”

Schwartz continues:

“…nearly five times the number of people buy a phone each year, than buy a PC, the conclusion seems obvious that most people in the world will first experience the Internet on their handset. Which means most businesses in the world trying to reach those consumers or leverage the Internet should broaden their horizons. We certainly are.”  

Additionally, researchers at IDC (a premier global provider of market intelligence) say that 1.3 billion people will connect to the Internet via mobile phones by 2008.
So, like the big guys in business out there, we’re answering the call and jumping in too. This month, Crown launched a mobile version of Crown Mvelopes, our latest, and most popular spending plan tool. With a Crown Mvelopes account, you can now access your spending plan from any mobile device, managing key aspects of your accounts on the move, anywhere, anytime. 
There’s an entire generation of young adults that have grown up digital and are comfortable with, no, expect to be able to access anything they need via their mobile phones. Crown is passionate and committed to making God’s message of ownership and financial freedom relevant and accessible to all generations, hence our first move to mobile, and definitely not our last! Stay tuned for more remarkable mobile developments to come from Crown in the near future.

As far as Google becoming you next mobile phone, or giving away free phones… well, Google’s CEO Eric Schmidt stopped short of saying they intend on getting into the mobile device business, but rather, believe in an add subsidized world of mobile content which could justifiably support free phones to consumers. An executive from one of the mobile carriers said “the day Google starts giving away free PCs is the day we’ll consider giving away free phones.” Touché
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“Your mobile phone should be free…” claims Google’s CEO Eric Schmidt.
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